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GENERAL  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  of  the  District  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 1 1,614  acres 

Number  of  Parishes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  49 

Rateable  Value  1/4/67  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £1,002,339 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  at  31/3/67  . .  . .  . .  . .  £4,288  17s. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book  ..  ..  11,831 

Estimated  mid-year  Home  Population  ..  ..  ..  ..  33,810 

Census  Population  1961  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  29,327 


The  district  extends  East/West  a  distance  of  twenty-eight  miles  across  the  Southern  end  of  the 
County,  covers  an  area  of  174  square  miles  and  has  a  common  boundary  with  parts  of  the  counties 
of  Huntingdonshire,  Bedfordshire,  Hertfordshire,  Essex  and  Suffolk.  In  March  1966  there  was  an 
amalgamation  of  the  parishes  of  Bassingbourn  and  Kneesworth. 

The  area  supports  arable  farming  in  preference  to  pasture  and  in  the  larger  parishes  the  number 


of  manufactories  continues  to  grow. 

Birth  Rate  18.9 

(Corrected)  19.3 

Death  Rate  10.1 

(Corrected)  9.6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  18.8 


(Per  thousand  live  births) 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  1966 


SOUTH  CAMBRIDGESHIRE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the 

South  Cambridgeshire  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1966,  prepared  in  accordance  with  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  1/1967,  dated  January,  1967. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  estimated  population  increase  for  the  year  was  1,170,  a  figure  pretty  well  commensurate  with 
that  for  1965.  The  birth  rate  (18.9),  though  not  so  high  as  in  the  previous  two  years,  was  still  higher 
than  the  national  rate.  The  death  rate  was  well  below  the  national  rate,  being  10.1  per  thousand 
estimated  population;  the  corrected  rate  was  lower  still  (9.6).  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  lower 
than  that  for  1965,  though  the  perinatal  mortality  rate  showed  a  rise.  Of  the  12  infant  deaths  during 
the  year  10  were  in  the  first  month  of  life  (neonatal  deaths),  nine  in  fact  occurring  in  the  first  week  of 
life.  The  causes  of  these  neonatal  deaths  were  equally  divided  between  prematurity  and  congenital 
abnormalities. 


Infectious  Diseases 

As  expected,  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles  notified  was  considerably  less  than  in  the  previous 
year.  There  were  also  fewer  Scarlet  Fever  notifications  than  in  1965.  Whooping  Cough  notifications 
showed  an  increase  on  the  previous  year,  there  being  35  in  all  (16  of  them  in  the  5  to  9  year  age  group). 

There  were  31  notifications  of  Sonne  Dysentery,  which  was  some  16  less  than  in  1965.  26  of  the 

31  cases  were  in  children  of  school  age.  Many  of  the  families  involved  contained  children  who  were 
attending  schools  in  the  City  of  Cambridge,  and  in  particular  a  school  situated  in  a  neighbouring 
County,  where  outbreaks  of  Dysentery  were  occurring  at  the  material  time.  Routine  measures  were 
adopted  to  prevent  further  spread  in  the  families  concerned. 

Six  cases  of  Salmonella-type  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year.  Three  of  these 
cases,  all  due  to  Salmonella  typhi-murium,  occurred  about  the  same  time  (end  of  September),  but 
since  none  of  the  isolated  organisms  were  of  the  same  phage  type,  a  common  source  could  not  be 
implicated.  In  one  other  case,  also  due  to  Salmonella  Typhi-murium,  the  vehicle  was  strongly  sus¬ 
pected  to  be  duck  eggs.  One  further  case  was  referred  to  us  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  airport  where  she  landed  on  returning  from  holiday  in  Italy  with  a  group  of  persons  many 
of  whom  had  suffered  from  gastro-enteritis  during  the  tour.  The  lady  in  question  had  also  had 
symptoms  and  Salmonella  Enteritidis  was  isolated  from  her  stool  culture. 

21  cases  of  Infective  Hepatitis  were  notified  during  the  year.  Three  of  these  cases  (in  one  family) 
became  ill  at  the  end  of  1965  and  are  referred  to  in  my  last  Annual  Report.  Two  further  cases  occurred 
in  this  family  and  one  of  them  appeared  to  “  trigger  oft'”  five  further  cases  in  the  Village  College  in 
whose  catchment  area  the  family  resided;  however,  this  particular  outbreak  subsided  abruptly  and 
no  further  cases  occurred  in  the  Village  College  concerned.  1 1  cases  occurred  in  one  group  of  villages 
during  the  months  of  March  to  June  and  were  connected  with  an  outbreak  that  started  in  a  neighbouring 
County  district  where  some  cases  had  presented  in  the  Junior  School  that  served  the  area. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  fewer  new  cases  of  respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 
year  and  there  was  also  a  slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Sanitary  Circumstances 

During  1966  the  Council  maintained  the  tempo  of  its  house  building  programme  by  constructing 
84  bungalows  and  flats  and  62  houses.  After  some  initial  “  spade-work  ”  by  the  council’s  officers  a 
points  scheme  was  devised  and  accepted  by  the  Council,  initially  on  a  trial  basis,  to  enable  the  priority 
of  housing  applicants  to  be  assessed  according  to  housing  need.  The  Council  also  offered  various 
inducements  (as  detailed  in  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  report)  to  tenants  in  underoccupied 
council  houses  to  transfer  to  smaller  accommodation.  The  important  work  of  dealing  with  unfit 
dwellings  continues  and  35  were  demolished  during  the  year,  allowing  better  use  to  be  made  of  the 
resulting  sites  in  many  cases. 
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Twenty  three  families  were  rehoused  from  caravans  during  the  year,  the  council  allotting  some 
qualifying  points  in  their  scheme  to  applicants  who  are  caravan  dwellers.  Itinerant  caravanners  cause 
a  problem  within  the  district  from  time  to  time  by  leaving  various  assortments  of  rubbish  by  the  road¬ 
side  when  they  move  on.  However,  these  itinerants  are  not  interested  in  settling  onto  any  one  particu¬ 
lar  site. 

As  mentioned  in  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  report,  fluoridation  of  the  public  water 
supplies  up  to  one  part  per  million,  for  a  period  of  five  years  initially,  was  passed  in  principle  by  the 
County  Council.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  Cambridge  Water  Company  are  considering  a  programme 
the  first  stage  of  which  would  involve  the  adjustment  of  the  fluoride  level  of  the  water  supply  for  60% 
of  the  population  in  its  area,  including  certain  parts  of  this  district. 

This  department  continues  its  good  work  in  supervising  and  advising  on  the  chlorination  of 
swimming  pools  at  schools  situated  within  this  district. 

The  Duxford  and  Whittlesford  Sewerage  Scheme  is  now  virtually  completed,  and  the  Foxton 
and  Shepreth  Scheme,  which  also  will  include  the  parishes  of  Orwell  and  Barrington,  is  in  the  course 
of  construction.  Various  other  schemes  are  either  out  to  tender  or  in  various  stages  of  preparation. 
The  Council  have  recently  agreed  to  provide  public  lavatories  at  its  largest  village,  Sawston. 

The  recent  report  of  the  Working  Party  on  refuse  collection  will,  no  doubt,  act  as  a  moral  chal¬ 
lenge  to  local  authorities  to  look  to  their  own  services.  These  improvements  are  bound  to  be  costly 
and  probably  will  be  difficult  to  bring  about  in  scattered  rural  areas,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  they  must 
come  in  time.  The  completion  of  the  new  depot  will  give  the  refuse  collectors  better  facilities  which 
may  make  recruitment  of  staff  easier. 

A  new  vehicle  has  been  ordered  to  supplement  the  existing  two  cesspool  emptiers.  As  the  district 
becomes  increasingly  sewered  the  demand  for  their  assistance  at  removing  sludge  from  the  council’s 
sewage  works  is  increasing. 

In  common  with  neighbouring  areas,  this  district  experienced  an  increase  in  the  rat  population 
during  the  winter  of  1966/7.  No  cases  of  Weil’s  Disease  were  brought  to  our  notice  during  this 
period. 

The  department  keeps  a  vigilant  eye  out  for  contraventions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  and  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  refers  to  its  activities  in  this  respect  in  his  report.  Noise  nuisances  also 
exercise  the  attention  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  from  time  to  time. 

Work  on  the  implementation  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  is  proceeding 
within  the  area  of  the  district,  123  premises  being  on  the  register  to  date. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  reports  that  owing  to  changing  attitudes  a  reasonable  standard 
of  food  hygiene  at  catering  establishments  is  now  easier  to  achieve.  Mouldy  meat  pies  were  the 
subject  of  complaints  from  purchasers  on  four  occasions.  The  Food  Hygiene  Code  of  Practice  for 
the  bakery  trade  was  issued  during  the  year  by  the  Ministry  and  the  department  took  this  opportunity 
to  reinforce  their  previous  work  in  this  direction.  Four  schools  within  the  district  are  trying  out  milk 
cartons  instead  of  bottles  and  your  attention  is  drawn  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  remarks 
in  this  respect. 

Although  the  yearly  throughput  of  animals  for  slaughter  continued  to  rise,  our  task  in  respect 
of  meat  inspection  was  made  somewhat  easier  by  the  fact  that  local  authorities  were  afforded  some 
control  over  the  hours  of  slaughter.  Sunday  slaughtering  no  longer  takes  place  in  this  district.  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  after  1st  November,  1968,  no  cloth  may  be  used  to  wipe  down  carcases  during  dressing, 
and  until  that  date  if  used  must  be  boiled  or  sterilised  between  carcases. 

We  are  not  usually  troubled  very  much  in  this  district  by  nuisances  from  offensive  trades,  but 
one  such  case  took  up  quite  a  considerable  amount  of  our  time  during  1966.  Some  improvement 
was  effected  after  the  serving  of  the  appropriate  abatement  notice,  and  work  continues  at  the  plant  to 
this  end. 

I  wish  to  record  my  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  Hoyle,  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors,  and 
all  the  other  members  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their  hard  work  and  loyal  support  through¬ 
out  the  year.  I  should  also  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
once  again  for  the  way  in  which  they  have  taken  an  interest  in  our  work  and  supported  us  during 
another  busy  year. 


I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

PETER  SYLVESTER. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

(The  mid-year  home  population  is  used  for  the  statistical  calculations) 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

302 

315 

617 

Illegitimate 

15 

7 

22 

Totals  . . 

317 

322 

639 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 

18.9 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.02) 

•  •  .  . 

•  •  •  • 

19.3 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

. . 

. . 

17.7 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

4 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

2 

4 

6 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 

9.3 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births  (England  and  Wales) 

. . 

. . 

15.3 

DEATHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

172 

170 

342 

Death  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 

10.1 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.95) 

.  .  .  • 

•  • 

9.6 

Death  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

INFANT  MORTALITY.  (Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

•) 

11.7 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

4(3) 

8(7) 

12  (10) 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

4(3) 

8(7) 

12(10) 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  are  shown  in  brackets.) 


Infant  mortality  rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  one  year  per  thousand  live  births)  ..  18.8 

Infant  mortality  rate.  (England  and  Wales)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  18.9 

Neonatal  mortality  rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  four  weeks  per  thousand  live  births)  15.6 
Early  neonatal  mortality  rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  one  week  per  thousand  live  births)  1 5.6 
Perinatal  mortality  rate.  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined  per 

thousand  live  and  still  births)  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  24.8 

Legitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  thousand  legitimate  live  births  . .  . .  . .  19.4 

Illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  thousand  illegitimate  live  births  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3.4% 

Maternal  deaths  (deaths  ascribed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion)  . .  . .  Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  71 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  Nil 

Deaths  from  measles  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  Nil 

Deaths  from  pneumonia  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  ■ .  •  •  23 

Deaths  from  influenza  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  1 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  Nil 
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CERTAIN  COMPARATIVE  RATES 


1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

*  Birth  Rate 

16.8 

18.0 

18.0 

18.1 

19.9 

16.5 

17.8 

17.9 

20.6 

20.1 

18.9 

*  Death  Rate 

12.7 

11.3 

11.4 

12.0 

11.6 

11.8 

12.2 

12.2 

10.6 

12.1 

10.1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

12.8 

21.7 

19.5 

9.8 

12.3 

28.4 

9.4 

21.9 

7.8 

19.8 

18.8 

(6) 

(11) 

(10) 

(5) 

(7) 

(14) 

(5) 

(12) 

(5) 

(13) 

(12) 

*  The  above  rates  are  uncorrected.  The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  number  of  infant  deaths  in 
each  year. 


TABLE  CLASSIFYING  DEATHS  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 


Under  4  weeks 

4  weeks  and  under  1  year 

1  and  under  5 

5  and  under  15 
1 5  and  under  25 
25  and  under  35 
35  and  under  45 
45  and  under  55 
55  and  under  65 
65  and  under  75 
75  and  over 

Totals  . . 


Male 

Female 

Total 

3 

7 

10 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

2 

5 

5 

10 

9 

6 

15 

26 

16 

42 

47 

36 

83 

77 

98 

175 

172 

170 

342 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE  FOR  THE  AREA 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

“The  Cambridgeshire  United  Districts  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Order,  1951  ”  provided  for 
the  appointment  of  a  medical  officer  of  health  to  the  Chesterton,  Newmarket  and  South  Cambridge¬ 
shire  Plural  District  Councils.  As  from  1st  April,  1965,  this  officer  was  also  appointed  deputy  county 
medical  officer  to  the  Cambridgeshire  and  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council. 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

Mr.  R.  J.  Hoyle  continued  as  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  during  the  year  and  was  assisted  by 
Mr.  Cocks,  Mr.  Allston  and  Mr.  Steel.  There  are  also  two  Meat  Inspectors  attached  to  the  depart¬ 
ment. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  are  made  by  the  Public  Analyst  at  Cambridge. 
The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge,  undertake  bacteriological  and  biological  examinations 
of  milk  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  supplies,  and  all  necessary  examination  in  cases 
of  infectious  disease. 

Hospitals 

There  are  no  General  Hospitals  situated  in  the  area.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital 
treatment  are  sent  to  the  Cambridge  City  Isolation  Hospital.  The  old  Poor  Law  Institution  at  Linton 
is  now  shared  between  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board,  and  the  Cambridgeshire  County 
Council;  the  former  having  the  use  of  78  beds  for  the  chronic  sick,  the  latter  92  beds  for  use  under 
Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (INFECTIOUS  DISEASE)  REGULATIONS,  1953 

No  notices  were  issued  under  Section  41  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1966 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS,  1966 


Scarlet 

Whooping 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Meningococcal 

Age  in  years 

Fever 

Cough 

Paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Infection 

Totals 

Under  1  year 

3 

— 

3 

— 

_ 

6 

1  year — 

1 

7 

— 

— 

41 

3 

— 

52 

2  years — 

1 

1 

— 

— 

37 

1 

— 

40 

3  years — 

2 

2 

— 

— 

33 

— 

— 

37 

4  years — 

2 

4 

— 

— 

41 

— 

— 

47 

5 —  9  years 

17 

16 

— 

— 

96 

15 

— 

144 

10 — 14  years 

1 

2 

— 

— 

4 

5 

12 

1 5 — 24  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

6 

25  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

7 

— 

10 

Totals 

25 

35 

— 

— 

263 

31 

354 

1965  Totals 

44 

12 

— 

453 

47 

556 

Acute 

Acute 

Food 

Puerperal 

Age  in  years 

Pneumonia 

Encephalitis 

Erysipelas 

Poisoning 

Pyrexia 

Totals 

Under  5  years 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

5 — 14  years 

— 

— 

— 

3 

_ 

3 

1 5 — 44  years 

1 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

2 

45 — 64  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

1 

— 

1 

6 

— 

8 

1965  Totals 

1 

— 

3 

10 

— 

14 

TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year  3  respiratory  cases  were  notified  for  the  first  time.  1  respiratory  case  previously 
notified  elsewhere  was  transferred  to  the  district.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  3  fewer  cases  on 
the  register  than  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER,  1966 


Respi 

Male 

ratory 

Female 

Non- Re. 
Male 

? piratory 
Female 

To 

Male 

tal 

Female 

1.  Number  of  Cases  on  Register  at  Com¬ 
mencement  of  year 

25 

12 

4 

5 

29 

17 

2.  Number  of  Cases  notified  for  first  time 
during  year  under  Regulations 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3.  Cases  restored  to  Register 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Cases  added  to  Register  otherwise  then 
by  notification  under  Regulations: — 

(a)  Transferred  from  other  Districts  .  . 

(b)  From  Death  Returns 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5.  Number  of  Cases  removed  from 
Register  . . 

5 

2 

— 

5 

2 

6.  Number  of  cases  remaining  on  Register 
at  end  of  year 

23 

11 

4 

5 

27 

16 

7 


AGE  AND  SEX  DISTRIBUTION 

RESPIRATORY  AND  NON-RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES  ON  REGISTER  31.12.66 


Age  Group 

Resp 

Male 

Non-Resp. 

Female 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

Total 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

Grand 

Total 

0—15 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

16—25 

1  2 

3 

— 

4 

2 

6 

26—35 

3 

— 

3 

3 

6 

3 

9 

36—45 

6 

3 

2 

9 

2 

11 

46—55 

4 

1 

—  — 

4 

1 

5 

56—64 

6 

— 

1 

— 

7 

— 

7 

65  and  over 

3 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

4 

TOTALS 

23 

4 

11 

5 

34 

9 

43 

National  Assistance  Act  1948,  Section  47 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  this  section. 

National  Assistance  Act  1948,  Section  50 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  this  section. 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR 


R.  J.  HOYLE,  M.R.S.H., 

Public  Health  Dept., 

65  HILLS  ROAD, 
CAMBRIDGE. 
Telephone  51535 


Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections  Recorded  during  the  Year: — 

TOTAL  INSPECTIONS  RECORDED .  6,492 

Complaints  Investigated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  322 

Housing: 

General  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  309 

Re-inspections  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,067 

Infectious  Diseases: 

General  Investigations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  390 

Water  Supply: 

Inspections  and  Investigations  . .  . .  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  43 

Visits  re.  Water  Sampling  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  128 

Milk  and  Dairies: 

Inspections  of  Dairies  and  Milk  Stores  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Milk  Distributors  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Food  and  Drugs  Act: 

Inspection  of  Food  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  42 

Meat  Inspection  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  at  Slaughterhouses  . .  . .  . .  386 

Slaughterhouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Bakehouses  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 

Catering  Establishments  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  101 

Ice-Cream  premises  and  Sales  Vehicles  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Other  Food  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  340 

Public  Houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  75 

Food  Conveying  Vehicles  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  26 

Preserved  Food  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Factories  Act: 

Inspections  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  80 

Atmospheric  Pollution  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  98 

Noise  Control  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  56 

Caravans  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  266 

Public  Cleansing,  including  Depot  Visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  350 

Drainage  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  780 

Swimming  Pool  Inspections  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  51 

Sewage  Disposal,  including  surveys  for  Parish  Sewerage  Schemes  . .  . .  . .  . .  445 

Petroleum  Storage  Regulations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Miscellaneous  Visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  842 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  Inspections  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  290 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

HOUSING 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  formal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  3 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Houses  rendered  reasonably  fit  after  informal  action  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  46 
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Proceedings  under  Housing  Act,  1957: 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made. .  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 

Houses  demolished  due  to  formal  action: 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  informal  action  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Local  Authority  owned  houses  demolished  after  being  declared  unfit  by  Medical  Officer 

of  Health  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  (Section  17)  . .  . .  . .  \2 

Undertakings  in  respect  of  houses  represented  as  unfit  (Section  16): 

(a)  Undertakings  given  by  owners  to  make  fit  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

(b)  Undertakings  given  by  owners  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  7 

Buildings  in  respect  of  part  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  (Section  18)  . .  . .  Nil 

Houses  made  fit  and  Closing  Orders  or  Undertakings  cancelled  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

New  cases  of  overcrowding  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Overcrowding  cases  abated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Unfit  dwellings  demolished  or  closed  since  1.1.55  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  472 

Housing  Progress  during  the  year  ending  31.3.67: 

Bungalows  and  Flats  erected  by  the  Council  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  84 

Houses  erected  by  the  Council. .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  62 

Dwellings  erected  by  private  enterprise  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  267 

Total  number  of  dwellings  erected  by  the  Council  since  1945  . .  . .  . .  . .  2,295 


An  increased  number  of  units  of  accommodation  have  been  completed  by  the  Council  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  previous  year’s  figure  and  no  departure  from  the  traditional  type  of  construction  is  at 
present  thought  desirable  or  necessary. 

A  points  scheme  to  assist  the  Council’s  Tenancy  Committee  in  determining  priority  of  housing 
applicants  has  been  adopted.  Its  use,  however,  will  allow  for  each  application  to  continue  to  be 
decided  on  its  merits. 

The  Council  considered  to  what  extent  the  underoccupation  of  Council  dwellings  affected  the 
general  housing  policy,  and  it  was  decided  that  inducements  would  be  offered  to  tenants  to  move  into 
smaller  units  of  accommodation,  namely:  the  paying  of  the  expenses  of  the  household  removal; 
the  clearing  and  initial  cultivation  of  the  new  garden;  the  removal  and  re-erection  of  their  T.V.  aerial; 
and  the  provision  of  the  standard  sized  garden  shed. 

Eighteen  houses  were  built  by  the  Council  during  the  year,  for  sale  to  persons  already  living  in 
Council  premises  or  on  the  housing  list. 

The  improvement  of  pre-war  Council  houses  continues  but  is  influenced  by  the  availability  of  a 
public  sewer. 

From  the  above  summary  of  work  under  the  Housing  Acts  it  will  be  seen  that  a  total  of  35  unfit 
dwellings  have  been  demolished  of  which  13  were  not  due  to  action  by  the  public  health  department. 
The  sites  of  the  majority  of  the  demolished  dwellings  have  been  rebuilt  upon  and  better  and  more 
economical  use  of  the  land  has  accrued.  None  of  the  demolished  dwellings  was  listed  under  Section 
30  of  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act  1947  as  being  of  particular  architectural  or  historic  interest. 

There  is  a  demand  in  the  district  for  houses  which  are  vacant  and  suitable  for  renovation.  The 
public  health  department  works  in  close  liaison  with  owners,  builders  and  others  to  secure  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  dwellings  which  have  been  formally  closed. 

Failure  to  comply  with  Abatement  Orders  requiring  the  abatement  of  structural  nuisances  in 
two  dwellings  resulted  in  a  successful  application  to  the  court  for  Nuisance  Orders. 

The  Council’s  Architect,  Engineer  &  Surveyor  reports  the  following  statistics  in  connexion  with 


improvement  grants  to  private  dwellings  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1967: 

Number  of  applications  received  for  Standard  Grant  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  65 

Number  of  applications  approved  for  Standard  Grant 

Number  of  applications  received  for  Discretionary  Grant  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  6 

Number  of  applications  approved  for  Discretionary  Grant 
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PARTICULARS  OF  POPULATION  AND  NUMBERS  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  IN  THE  RESPECTIVE  PARISHES 


Parish 

Acreage 

Population  Census 

1961 

Number  of  dwellings 
as  at  31/3/67 

Great  Abington 

1,588 

593 

226 

Little  Abington 

1,309 

321 

143 

Abington  Pigotts 

1,237 

137 

46 

Arrington 

1,407 

360 

127 

Babraham 

2,387 

344 

111 

Balsham 

4,550 

712 

367 

Barrington 

2,282 

351 

255 

Bartlow 

422 

68 

32 

Bassingbourn-cum-Kneesworth 

4,083 

2,653 

749  (184) 

Carlton 

2,415 

138 

59 

Castle  Camps 

3,148 

535 

196 

Shudy  Camps 

2,362 

258 

90 

Great  Chishill 

2,544 

293 

113 

Little  Chishill 

1,193 

86 

30 

Croydon 

2,734 

229 

79 

Duxford 

3,269 

1,398 

508 

Great  Eversden 

1,400 

184 

77 

Little  Eversden 

790 

295 

145 

Fowlmere 

2,335 

591 

231 

Foxton 

1,752 

643 

294 

Gamlingay 

3,357 

1,622 

663 

Hatley 

2,200 

186 

57 

Heydon 

1,633 

151 

66 

Hildersham 

1,511 

165 

70 

Hinxton 

1,564 

282 

103 

Horseheath 

1,922 

359 

152 

Ickleton 

2,663 

605 

211 

Kingston 

1,907 

151 

68 

Linton 

2,947 

1,982 

824 

Litlington 

2,172 

608 

217 

Little  Gransden 

1,920 

235 

90 

Longstowe 

1,544 

218 

69 

Melbourn 

4,480 

1,832 

900 

Meldreth 

2,513 

893 

374 

Guilder.  Morden 

2,599 

566 

236 

Steeple  Morden 

3,846 

630 

304 

Orwell 

2,083 

619 

259 

Pampisford 

1,607 

295 

116 

Sawston 

1,898 

3,377 

1,550 

Shepreth 

1,318 

530 

196 

Shingay-cum-Wendy 

1,791 

137 

41 

Tadlow 

1,743 

89 

35 

Thriplow 

2,501 

836 

266  (110) 

West  Wickham 

2,931 

333 

136 

West  Wratting 

3,543 

404 

150 

Weston  Colville 

3,235 

348 

141 

Whaddon 

1,515 

413 

159  (58) 

Whittlesford 

1,976 

1,012 

436  (31) 

Wimpole 

2,468 

155 

64 

Figures  in  brackets  are  included  in  the  main  figure  and  represent  R.A.F.  dwellings. 


CARAVANS 

The  number  of  caravanners  in  the  district  remains  fairly  static  and  all  caravans  are  licensed  for 
residential  as  distinct  from  holiday  purposes.  A  few  are  occupied  as  a  temporary  measure  whilst 
the  tenants  await  the  construction  of  more  permanent  private  dwellings. 

Clearly  the  average  type  of  caravan  is  not  an  ideal  home  in  which  to  rear  a  family.  However,  the 
rehousing  of  such  families  by  the  Council  often  results  in  the  re-occupation  of  the  caravan  with  history 
tending  to  repeat  itself. 

Some  minor  embarrassment  is  occasioned  by  gipsy  type  caravanners  who,  from  time  to  time, 
occupy  for  short  periods  stretches  of  green  roads  and  leave  behind  an  assortment  of  refuse,  including 
car  bodies.  These  itinerants  are  not  interested  in  settling  down  on  any  one  site. 
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All  licensed  sites  are  privately  owned,  the  largest  of  which  contains  30  caravans. 


A  summary  of  the  work  under  the  Act:— 

Number  of  licensed  sites  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  129 

Total  number  of  caravans  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  206 

Number  of  site  licences  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 

Number  of  new  sites  licensed  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  18 

Number  of  site  licence  applications  refused  Planning  permission  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Number  of  unlicensed  sites  found  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Number  of  site  licence  contraventions  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Number  of  families  rehoused  by  the  Council  from  caravans  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 

Total  number  of  visits  by  the  public  health  inspectors  to  the  various  sites  . .  . .  266 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

A  mains  water  supply  is  provided  to  all  the  parishes  in  the  district,  the  majority  of  supplies  being 
by  the  Cambridge  Water  Company  which  acquired  the  Council’s  water  undertaking  in  1963.  The  Lea 
Valley  Water  Company  afford  supplies  to  a  few  peripheral  parishes. 

The  bulk  of  water  supplied  is  obtained  from  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  strata  although  a 
small  supply  is  taken  from  the  lower  greensand  and  distributed  after  removal  of  iron. 

As  a  precaution  supplies  are  chlorinated  at  source. 

Water  supplies  in  the  area  have  been  found  satisfactory  and  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  have  given  excellent  results  apart  from  a  few  which  probably  showed  slight  evidence  of 
main  disturbance. 

A  water  main  has  been  extended  some  400  yards  to  afford  a  supply  to  five  dwellings  in  Kneesworth 
parish. 

In  July  the  County  Council  approved  in  principle  the  fluoridation  of  public  water  supplies  in 
their  area. 

Fluoride  occurs  naturally  in  the  water  and  varies  in  the  locality  of  extraction  in  South  Cambridge¬ 
shire  Rural  District  from  0.1  ppm  to  0.15  ppm. 

RESULTS  OF  WATER  SUPPLY  SAMPLES 


Type  of  Supply 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Public  Piped  supplies 

91 

5 

Private  supplies 

19 

13 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

Learning  to  swim  is  accepted  as  part  of  the  physical  education  of  the  school  child  as  is  shown  by 
the  number  of  school  pools  now  in  use.  Control  of  these  pools  rests  with  the  head  teacher  although 
management  is  often  delegated  to  a  teacher  or  in  some  cases  to  a  caretaker.  The  public  health  inspec¬ 
tors  take  frequent  tests  of  pool  water  to  ascertain  chlorine  residual  and  pH  value,  and  advice  is  given 
on  maintaining  a  good  water.  Standards  of  chlorine  residual  tend  to  differ  in  the  14  open  air  pools 
now  in  use  and  amounts  of  available  chlorine  vary  from  .5  ppm  to  1.5  ppm. 

Ideally,  chlorination  above  the  ‘  break  point  ’  is  the  aim  but  to  maintain  this  requires  frequent 
checking  especially  where  pools  are  of  small  size  and  the  numbers  of  bathers  fluctuates. 

Most  pools  are  hand  chlorinated  using  a  hypochlorite  solution.  One  school  is  fortunate  enough 
to  have  the  use  of  a  private  pool  belonging  to  a  nearby  manufactory  of  international  repute  where  the 
pool  water  is  heated  to  about  80°F. 

One  would  like  to  see  the  heating  of  all  pools,  thus  considerably  lengthening  the  period  of  use 
from  the  present  three  to  four  months.  However,  the  cogent  factor  governing  this  are  finance  and 
the  type  of  pool  construction. 

A  total  of  51  visits  in  connexion  with  swimming  pools  is  recorded. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Sewer  laying  has  been  started  in  the  parishes  of  Foxton  and  Shepreth  and  these  will  eventually 
drain  to  a  sewage  works  which  will  also  cater  for  the  parishes  of  Barrington  and  Orwell,  schemes  for 
which  are  in  plan  stage. 

Duxford  and  Whittlesford  sewerage  scheme  is  nearing  completion  and  at  the  time  of  reporting 
Whittlesford  section  is  in  use. 

An  investigation  has  been  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  into  the 
proposal  to  extend  the  Linton  Sewage  Works  and  to  sewer  the  parishes  of  Hildersham,  Great  Abington 
and  Little  Abington.  Approvals  have  now  been  received  but  the  sewering  of  the  three  parishes  has 
been  temporarily  delayed  pending  an  improvement  in  the  general  economic  situation. 

Tenders  may  now  be  obtained  for  the  Hinxton/Ickleton  Sewerage  Scheme,  drainage  from  which 
will  be  treated,  along  with  drainage  from  adjacent  parishes  in  Saffron  Walden  Rural  District,  at  a 
sewage  works  to  be  constructed  by  that  authority. 

Tenders  have  been  invited  for  sewering  the  parishes  of  Steeple  Morden  and  Guilden  Morden 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  work  will  start  during  the  latter  part  of  1967. 

A  proposal  to  sewer  an  area  of  Bassingbourn  which  is  outside  the  village  envelope  has  been  held 
in  abeyance  by  the  Ministry  during  the  present  financial  restrictions. 

A  scheme  for  sewering  the  small  village  of  Tadlow  is  at  present  awaiting  Ministry  approval. 

Proposals  for  sewering  the  adjacent  parishes  of  Horseheath  and  West  Wickham  are  continuing 
and  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  are  carrying  out  preliminary  works  for  sewering  Castle  Camps, 
Fowlmere,  Thriplow,  Great  Eversden,  Little  Eversden  and  West  Wratting. 

The  public  health  inspectors’  duties  with  regard  to  drainage  matters  is  mainly  confined  to  dealing 
with  nuisances  arising  therefrom  and  in  advising  owners  and  builders  on  drainage  problems.  Some 
existing  drainage  systems  have  been  tested  by  the  application  of  coloured  liquid  and  by  the  introduction 
into  the  system  of  smoke  under  pressure.  The  inspection  and  testing  of  new  drainage  systems  are 
carried  out  by  the  Architect,  Engineer  &  Surveyor’s  department. 

Further  survey  work  into  the  sanitary  circumstances  in  the  parishes  of  Little  Abington,  Great 
Abington  and  Hildersham  were  carried  out  during  the  year  in  order  to  furnish  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  with  some  detail  regarding  the  need  for  a  sewerage  scheme  for  those  parishes. 

In  the  report  for  1963  I  mentioned  that  in  my  opinion  there  was  need  in  the  larger  and  more 
urbanized  parishes  for  the  provision  of  public  lavatories  and  at  the  present  time  Council  has  agreed 
to  the  provision  of  such  in  the  parish  of  Sawston. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  Council  employ  six  vehicles,  all  of  the  rear  loading  type,  for  the  collection  of  dorhestic  refuse. 
One  of  the  vehicles  is  fitted  with  a  continuous  press  and  is  particularly  suitable  for  dealing  with  present 
day  refuse  where  the  tendency  is  for  refuse  to  be  of  ever  increasing  bulk  in  relation  to  its  weight. 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  in  three  pits  and  a  mechanical  shovel  is  used  for  levelling 
the  refuse  and  for  covering  over  with  suitable  materials.  A  further  tipping  area  of  some  5  acres  has 
been  acquired  during  the  year. 

Infestation  of  the  tips  by  rats  and  insects  has  been  kept  to  a  minimum  due  to  rigorous  rat  control 
and  to  the  occasional  spraying  of  refuse  with  a  suitable  insecticide  before  covering  over. 

Labour  has  been  easier  to  acquire  but  with  the  completion  of  the  new  depot  and  garage  the 
workmen  will  have  better  facilities  including  drying  rooms  for  outdoor  clothing  and  a  mess  room  where 
meals  may  be  taken. 

Domestic  refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  70.0%  of  the  population  and  fortnightly  from  the  re¬ 
maining  30.0%.  Large  and  bulky  articles  of  household  refuse  are  collected  free  of  charge  and  this 
sometimes  entails  a  special  collection.  On  the  other  hand  facilities  are  given  at  the  refuse  pit  to 
persons  wishing  to  deposit  bulky  household  refuse  by  use  of  their  own  means  of  transport. 

Council  houses  are  provided  with  dustbins  by  the  Council  and  some  56  bungalows  are  provided 
with  a  paper  sack  and  holder  in  lieu  of  the  traditional  dustbin.  The  paper  sack  system  of  holding 
refuse,  pending  the  removal  by  the  refuse  men,  has  much  to  commend  it  both  from  the  householders 
and  Council’s  viewpoints.  The  system  is  less  dusty,  less  noisy,  easier  to  handle  but  unfortunately  in 
its  initial  stages  more  costly.  However,  by  far  the  greater  cause  for  complaint  is  that  of  the  kerbside 
collection  whereby  the  householder  must  place  the  refuse  adjacent  the  highway  ready  for  collection 
by  the  Council’s  vehicle.  The  report  of  the  Working  Party  set  up  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
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Local  Government  deplores  above  all  else  this  method  of  refuse  collection  and,  it  is  hoped  that  the 
impetus  given  by  the  report  will  oust  this  type  of  collection  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

Collection  and  disposal  figures  for  the  year  ending  31/3/67: 

Estimated  number  of  clearances  from  properties  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  334,300 

Number  of  vehicular  loads  of  refuse  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2,284 

Estimated  tonnage  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8,565 

Total  mileage  travelled  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  64,309 


LITTER  BASKETS 

Litter  baskets  are  provided  if  requested  by  Parish  Councils  and  the  receptacles  are  cleared  at  the 
same  time  as  the  parish  refuse  collections. 

There  are  about  1 10  baskets  in  use,  but  it  is  obvious,  particularly  so  in  the  larger  parishes,  that 
greater  use  could  be  made  of  such  receptacles. 


CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  SERVICE 

This  is  not  a  rate  borne  service  although  the  charges  remain  remarkably  low  and  do  not  reflect 
the  increased  cost  in  running  the  service.  The  charge  to  private  dwellings  is  £1  15s.  Od.  per  first  load 
with  subsequent  loads  at  15s  Od.  each  until  the  cesspool/septic  tank  is  cleared,  and  business  premises 
are  charged  at  £2  Os.  Od.  and  £1  Os.  Od.  respectively. 

Two  vehicles  are  employed  on  this  work,  but  so  overloaded  is  the  service  that  a  third  vehicle  has 
been  placed  on  order  and  delivery  is  expected  during  1967. 

Although  the  sewering  of  the  villages  will  result  in  less  clearances  of  individual  cesspools  the 
sewage  works  themselves  are  making  demands  on  the  service  in  connexion  with  the  removal  of  sewage 
sludge. 

Disposal  of  tanker  contents  is  always  a  problem  insofar  that  it  must  be  deposited  well  away 
from  habitable  properties  unless  it  is  immediately  covered  over,  and  in  certain  parts  of  the  district  it 
cannot  be  deposited  in  any  large  amount  due  to  the  possibility  of  polluting  underground  water  supplies. 
Much  use  is  made  of  the  Council’s  refuse  tips  where  the  waste  is  immediately  covered  over. 

The  new  vehicle  has  a  four  wheel  drive  and  will  do  much  to  facilitate  the  depositing  of  tanker 
contents  on  arable  and  grass  lands,  which  at  the  moment  can  only  be  undertaken  with  the  existing 
vehicles  during  dry  weather. 

The  table  following,  summarises  the  year’s  work  to  the  31/3/67: 


Private  Work 

Council  Work 

Total 

Mileage 

Cesspools 

Loads 

Cesspools 

Loads 

647 

741 

1,409 

2,149 

28,765 

NIGHT  SOIL  COLLECTION 

There  is  no  organised  demand  for  such  a  service  although  the  odd  request  is  received  from  aged 
persons  or  others  who  find  the  job  of  emptying  pail  closets  difficult  or  otherwise  objectionable.  A 
private  firm  in  the  neighbourhood  does  cater  for  this  work  providing  there  are  sufficient  numbers  to 
make  it  an  economic  proposition. 


PEST  DESTRUCTION 

A  free  rat  destruction  service  is  afforded  to  private  householders  and  to  a  limited  extent  a  paid 
service  is  offered  to  industry.  In  spite  of  the  overall  national  effort  to  contain  or  reduce  the  rat  popu¬ 
lation  the  winter  of  1966  saw  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  rats. 
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The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  advised  that  stocks  of  the  rat  poison  known  as 
Antu  should  not  be  used  on  account  of  the  possibility  of  its  carcinogenic  properties.  Poisons  at 
present  used  by  the  Council’s  rat  catcher  are  mainly  warfarin,  zinc  phosphide  and  cyanide  gas.  The 
application  of  cyanide  gas  was  made  easier  by  the  purchase  of  a  gas  pump  as  distinct  from  the  method 
of  application  whereby  cyanide  powder  is  spooned  into  the  rat  runs.  Some  resistance  to  the  poison 
Warfarin  was  found  in  rats  in  the  Shropshire  and  Welsh  border  areas  but  the  Ministry  have  advised 
that  no  such  resistance  has  been  found  in  rats  in  the  Eastern  Counties. 

Much  of  the  rat  catcher’s  time  is  taken  in  controlling  infestations  in  Council’s  properties  such  as 
sewage  works  and  refuse  pits  where  large  reservoirs  of  rats  can  establish  themselves  unless  constant 
measures  are  taken  against  them.  Other  duties  carried  out  by  the  rat  catcher  are  those  of  treating 
insect  infestations  including  wasps  nests  in  Council  dwellings. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  year’s  work  of  rat  destruction  to  the  31/12/66,  and  the  figures 
in  brackets  denote  the  totals  for  the  previous  year. 


Premises  Visited 

Complaints 

Routine 

Revisits 

Infested 

Non-Infested 

Business  Premises 

15 

12 

82 

25 

2 

Private  Dwellings 

283 

56 

692 

316 

23 

Council  Dwellings 

96 

100 

364 

182 

14 

Sewage  Works 

3 

137 

192 

135 

5 

Refuse  Tips 

2 

47 

146 

39 

10 

Miscellaneous  locations 

12 

2 

19 

14 

— 

Totals 

411 

354 

1,495 

711 

54 

(335) 

(388) 

(1,284) 

(612) 

(111) 

CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  FOOD  POISONING 

The  department  has  taken  the  usual  steps  to  investigate  and  prevent  the  spread  of  diseases  parti¬ 
cularly  those  of  bowel  origin.  This  group  of  food  poisoning  bacteria  can  spread  rapidly  through 
numbers  of  persons  if  the  fundamentals  of  personal  hygiene  are  not  strictly  observed.  Where  food 
handlers  such  as  canteen  workers  and  shop  assistants  have  been  found  to  be  contacts  of  cases  or  car¬ 
riers  of  bowel  infection  they  have  been  required  to  remain  off  work  until  risk  free.  In  these  cases 
Council  are  required  to  recompense  for  any  loss  of  wages  incurred. 

Some  20  cases  of  infectious  hepatitis  were  visited  when  the  precautions  in  the  control  of  this 
disease  closely  followed  the  lines  already  mentioned. 

Numerous  specimens  from  contacts  and  infected  persons  have  been  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  together  with  specimens  of  some  suspect  food. 

Three  hundred  and  ninety  visits  by  the  public  health  inspectors  are  recorded  under  this  heading. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Several  cases  of  alleged  nuisance  arising  from  the  burning  of  offensive  material  in  the  open  air 
have  been  investigated.  These  have  ranged  from  the  burning  of  paper  and  other  domestic  refuse  in 
back  gardens  to  the  burning  of  quantities  of  chemical  and  industrial  waste.  Four  informal  and  one 
formal  notice  under  the  Clean  Air  Act  and  the  Public  Health  Act  were  served  with  the  subsequent 
abatement  of  the  nuisances. 

Applications  for  prior  approval  of  proposed  furnace  installations  were  referred  to  the  National 
Industrial  Fuel  Efficiency  Service  and  resulting  from  their  reports  five  installations  were  approved. 
Council  also  received  three  notices  of  intention  to  install  furnaces. 


16 


The  Clean  Air  Act  requires  the  rejection  of  plans  where  a  proposal  to  construct  a  chimney  is 
embodied  unless  the  local  authority  is  satisfied  that  the  chimney  height  is  sufficient  to  prevent  smoke, 
grit,  dust  or  gases  from  becoming  prejudicial  to  health  or  a  nuisance.  In  determining  the  requisite 
height  of  chimneys  the  type  and  quantity  of  fuel  used,  together  with  the  location  of  the  chimney  in 
relation  to  other  nearby  chimney  discharges  and,  to  the  height  of  adjacent  buildings,  are  taken  into 
account  and  the  memorandum  on  chimney  heights  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  is  of  great  value  to  the  public  health  department  in  this  connexion.  Five  chimneys  have 
been  approved  and  constructed. 

Legislation  limits  the  period  of  time  which  a  chimney  may  emit  ‘  dark  ’  smoke  and  ‘  black  ’  smoke 
and  it  has  been  necessary  to  keep  observation  on  several  chimneys  to  industrial  premises  during  the 
year. 

A  total  of  98  visits  under  the  Act  have  been  made  by  the  public  health  inspectors. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT 

As  in  previous  years  the  main  source  of  complaint  was  that  of  noise  arising  from  industrial  plant. 

Extractor  fans  at  one  plant  have  now  been  provided  with  silencers  but  it  is  too  early  to  say  if  the 
noise  nuisance  has  been  reduced  to  an  acceptable  level. 

Noise  nuisance  due  to  the  intermittent  use  of  a  vibrator  during  the  casting  of  concrete  has  been 
investigated  and  differing  types  of  vibrators  are  being  tested  with  a  view  to  effecting  an  improvement. 

Complaints  from  several  parishioners  about  barking  dogs  at  an  establishment  was  thought  not 
to  be  a  statutory  nuisance  and  no  formal  action  was  taken. 

Visits  in  connexion  with  noise  control  number  56. 

RADIOACTIVE  SUBSTANCES  ACT,  1960 

A  new  certificate  under  Section  6  of  the  Act  authorising  the  disposal  of  radioactive  waste  has 
been  issued  to  an  establishment  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  The  disposal 
is  for  certain  radioactive  isotopes  at  a  specified  Council  refuse  tip  where  the  material  must  immediately 
be  covered  over  by  at  least  five  feet  of  earth  or  refuse.  Disposals  have  been  made  on  three  occasions 
and  the  materials  Na22,  C14,  H3,  and  Cs137  are  of  low  activity. 

A  further  certificate  under  Section  6  is  in  operation  authorising  the  disposal  of  a  small  quantity 
of  low  level  radioactive  waste  which  may  be  removed  as  refuse  by  the  local  authority. 

Six  establishments  have  authorisations  permitting  the  storage  and  use  of  radioactive  isotopes. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

T  he  following  is  a  resume  of  work  under  the  Act  carried  out  during  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1966. 

The  Act  came  into  effect  in  stages  and  is  designed  to  set  standards,  by  means  of  Regulations,  for 
health,  welfare  and  safety  of  employees  in  office,  shop  and  railway  premises.  Registration  of  the 
premises  is  a  requirement  and  to  date  123  premises  are  on  register. 

During  the  year  61  premises  have  received  a  detailed  inspection  and  further  premises  have  been 
visited  as  works  proceed. 

The  total  visits  to  premises  number  290. 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  on  Register 

No.  of  Persons  Employed 

Offices 

19 

166 

Retail  Shops 

79 

240 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  . . 

3 

43 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

public,  Canteens 

18 

114 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

4 

13 

Totals  . . 

123 

576 

Males  275  Females  301 
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Analysis  of  Contraventions  found: 


Section 

Number  of  Contraventions  found 

Section 

Number  of  Contraventions  found 

4 

Cleanliness 

9 

15 

Eating  facilities  . . 

-  j 

5 

Overcrowding  . . 

— 

16 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs 

10 

6 

Temperature 

37 

17 

Fencing  exposed  parts  or  machi- 

7 

Ventilation 

5 

nery 

6 

8 

Lighting  (Natural  &  Artificial) 

13 

18 

Protection  of  young  persons 

9 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

10 

from  dangerous  machinery  . . 

— 

10 

Washing  Facilities 

7 

19 

Training  of  young  persons  at 

11 

Supply  of  drinking  water 

1 

dangerous  machinery 

— 

12 

Clothing  accommodation 

3 

23 

Prohibition  of  heavy  work 

— 

13 

14 

Sitting  facilities 

Seats  (Sedentary  Workers) 

1 

24 

First  aid  and  general  provisions 

46 

A  further  requirement  is  the  notification  by  occupiers  of  accidents  to  employees  occurring  on 
registered  premises.  Accidents  are  required  to  be  investigated  to  ascertain  if  cause  is  due  to  non- 
compliance  with  the  Act.  Since  the  Act’s  inception  only  one  accident  has  been  notified.  It  is  possible 
that  there  is  some  under  reporting  of  accidents  by  occupiers. 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  AND  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD 

The  number  and  type  of  food  premises  in  the  district  are  as  follows: — 


Wholesale  food  warehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Grocery  and  general  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  109 

Butchery  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  19 

Bakery  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Sweets  and  confectionery  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Public  houses  and  hotels  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  95 

Cafes  and  restaurants  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Factories  and  workplace  canteens  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Fried  and  wet  fish  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

School  meals  kitchens  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

Hospital  and  Homes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Clubs  and  Associations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 


With  managements  of  food  premises  and  the  public  at  large  becoming  increasingly  conscious 
that  good  hygiene  pays  dividends  both  financial  and  by  lessening  the  risk  to  health,  enforcement  of  a 
reasonable  standard  is  more  easily  achieved.  One  will  always  have  those  premises  which,  however, 
without  frequent  routine  visits  by  the  inspector  revert  to  slipshod  methods. 

When  plans  for  the  construction  or  reconstruction  of  food  premises  are  received  these  are  examined 
so  as  to  advise  owners  regarding  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

During  the  summer  four  complaints  were  received  and  investigated,  concerning  the  sale  of  mouldy 
meat  pies.  In  one  case  the  food  was  purchased  outside  the  rural  district  and  the  local  authority  in 
that  area  successfully  prosecuted  the  vendor.  Two  other  vendors  were  warned  that  recurrence  would 
probably  lead  to  prosecution  but  in  these  instances  improvements  were  effected  whereby  meat  products 
are  now  kept  in  temperature  controlled  display  cabinets,  and  in  the  third  case  there  resulted  in  some 
improvement  in  the  delivery  service  by  the  wholesaler. 

A  complaint  of  foreign  matter  in  a  loaf  of  bread  was  referred  by  the  vendor  to  his  wholesalers 
and  the  department  were  able  to  advise  on  the  need  for  greater  precaution  in  manufacture. 

Foreign  bodies  found  in  bottled  milk  are  referred  to  under  Milk  Supplies. 

Bakehouses 

Towards  the  year’s  end  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  published  jointly  a  Food  Hygiene  Code  of  Practice  No.  6  for  the  bakery  trade  and  industry. 
The  booklet  contains  a  wealth  of  advice  which  the  public  health  inspectors  have  sought  to  implement 
during  their  visits  to  the  nine  bakeries  in  the  district.  Each  bakery  was  sent  a  Code  of  Practice  which 
was  followed  up  by  a  visit. 
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Two  bakehouses  in  particular  required  considerable  improvement  and  these  works  have  now 
been  completed.  In  all,  the  occupiers  of  six  premises  were  required  to  attend  to  contraventions  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Food  Premises  Registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Special  registration  of  premises  is  required  where  certain  items  of  food  are  prepared  or  sold  and 
the  following  premises  are  registered,  a  pre-requisite  of  which  is  that  they  must  comply  with  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations.  Two  further  registrations  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  and  one  for  fish  frying  were 
effected  during  the  year.  Total  registrations  recorded  are  as  follows: — ■ 

Storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  148 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  sausages,  brawn  and  other  preserved  pickled  or  potted  foods  14 

Fish  frying  premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Visits  to  these  premises  are  reported  under  Retail  Shops. 

Restaurant  Kitchens,  Cafes  and  Canteens 

A  total  of  1 10  inspections  to  the  above  premises  are  recorded  and  ten  notices  were  issued  requiring 
improvements  of  varying  degrees.  One  cafe  kitchen  and  sanitary  accommodation  at  another  cafe 
were  substantially  reconstructed.  A  further  cafe  ceased  business  rather  than  attain  the  standard  of 
improvement  required. 

Retail  Shops,  Public  Houses  and  Other  Food  Storage  Premises 

The  standard  throughout  these  premises  is  generally  good. 

The  pre-packaging  of  most  foods  precludes  to  a  large  extent  the  risk  of  contamination  due  to 
faulty  handling  and  storage,  and  make  compliance  with  the  Hygiene  Regulations  so  much  easier. 
Nevertheless  25  notices  covering  matters  ranging  from  redecoration  of  premises  to  improvement  of 
ventilation  have  largely  been  attended  to. 

Trouble  was  experienced  in  one  food  warehouse  by  the  persistent  attention  of  sparrows  which 
gained  access  probably  through  the  doorways  which  are  open  when  conveying  goods.  Eventually 
a  pest  destruction  firm  were  engaged  and  the  sparrows  were  narcotised  and  killed.  However,  this 
only  effected  a  temporary  cure  to  this  difficult  problem. 

Food  Conveying  Vehicles  and  Mobile  Shops 

The  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966,  which  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  January,  1967,  will  permit  a  long  awaited  measure  of  control  and  its  implementa¬ 
tion  will  be  felt  by  those  vehicle  operators  who  purvey  food  with  marginal  regard  to  hygiene,  personal 
or  otherwise. 

Twentysix  inspections  of  vehicles  have  been  carried  out  under  the  Hygiene  General  Regulations 
and  12  contraventions  were  recorded. 

Milk  Supply 

The  majority  of  milk  sold  in  the  area  is  bottled  by  the  larger  creameries  resident  outside  the 
district.  One  dairy  and  four  distributors  are  registered  by  the  local  authority  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations. 

The  County  Council  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  licenses  milk  dealers  permitting  the  use  of  the 
various  designations,  viz.  “  untreated  ”,  “  pasteurised  ”,  and  “  sterilized  ”.  All  milk  is  from  tuberculin 
tested  herds. 

Periodic  milk  sampling  is  undertaken  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Authority  both  for  compliance 
with  the  designated  milk  standards  and  to  check  absence  of  tubercule  and  other  pathogens  which  are 
transmissible  to  man. 

Trouble  has  been  experienced  with  supply  from  one  milk  processor  and  several  foreign  bodies  in 
bottled  milk  as  delivered  to  schools,  were  investigated.  This  supplier  was  successfully  prosecuted 
due  to  fragments  of  glass  being  found  in  bottled  milk. 

Supplying  milk  in  disposable  cartons  as  opposed  to  milk  in  bottles  is  gaining  ground  and  cartoned 
milk  is  now  supplied  to  four  schools.  Whilst  this  method  undoubtedly  reduces  the  risk  of  glass  and 
obviates  complaints  arising  from  dirty  bottles,  cartons  of  this  particular  pattern  have  attendant  difficul¬ 
ties  in  the  matter  of  distribution  in  the  class  room  and  of  disposal  when  empty. 
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The  department  investigated  a  consignment  of  milk  delivered  in  a  dirty  churn  to  a  school  and  a 
report  thereon  was  forwarded  for  action  by  the  authority  in  whose  district  the  processing  and  filling 
plant  was  situate. 


Ice-Cream 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  in  the  district.  Apart  from  soft  ice-cream  manufac¬ 
tured  from  “  cold  mix  ”  and  which  is  mainly  sold  from  mobile  vehicles,  supplies  are  pre-wrapped 
and  little  risk  of  contamination  is  attached  thereto.  Sampling  of  ice-cream  was  confined  to  that  of 
the  soft  variety. 

Electric  ice-cream  conservators  were  temperature  checked  from  time  to  time,  generally  when 
visiting  the  premises  for  other  purposes. 

No  contraventions  of  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  were  recorded. 


Food  Rejected  as  Unfit 

The  following  foods  were  surrendered  for  destruction: — 

Meat  at  slaughterhouses 
Meat  and  bacon  at  wholesalers  premises 
Meat  at  retailers  shops 
Cooked  meats  and  meat  products 
Canned  meats 
Fruit  and  vegetables 
Other  foods 
Total 


26  tons 
2  cwt.  16  lbs. 

14  lbs. 

58  lbs. 

22  lbs. 

14  lbs. 

1  cwt. 

26  tons  4  cwt.  12  lbs. 


Apart  from  meat  rejected  as  diseased  or  otherwise  unfit  at  the  slaughterhouses  the  state  of  the 
remainder  of  the  foods  was  brought  to  the  departments  notice  when  seeking  an  opinion  as  to  its  fitness 
for  consumption  and  no  formal  seizure  of  unfit  foods  was  necessary. 


Meat  Inspection 

There  are  three  privately  owned  slaughterhouses  in  the  rural  district  and  two  meat  inspectors 
are  engaged  full  time  in  the  largest,  whilst  inspections  at  the  other  two  premises  are  carried  out  by  the 
public  health  inspectors  who  also  stand  in  when  necessary  at  the  largest  slaughterhouse. 

The  annual  kill  rose  by  over  4.0%  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  to  a  total  of  106,892 
animals.  The  number  of  carcases  inspected  likewise  rose  but  the  percentage  of  inspected  carcases 
remained  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year,  at  76.0%. 

Twenty-six  tons  of  meat  and  offal  were  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  disposal 
was  as  provided  for  by  the  Meat  Staining  and  Sterilization  Regulations.  Only  one  case  of  tuberculosis 
was  found  (0.4%)  in  cattle  which  again  illustrates  how  this  disease  has  been  controlled  over  recent 
years  when  compared  with  an  incidence  figure  of  18.0%  in  1956.  Tuberculosis  in  pigs  was  mainly 
confined  to  infection  of  head  glands  and  was  generally  of  the  avian  type. 

The  department  has  co-operated  with  the  Animal  Health  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  by  advising  them  of  certain  specified  diseases  found  on  post  mortem  inspection 
of  animals,  in  order  that  they  may  trace  sources  of  infection. 

New  legislation  has  permitted  local  authorities  to  control  hours  and  days  of  slaughter,  but  agree¬ 
ment  has  been  reached  whereby  Sunday  slaughtering  is  no  longer  undertaken.  As  from  1st  November, 
1966,  the  inspection  of  carcases  and  offals  of  all  slaughtered  animals  became  obligatory  on  a  local 
authority.  Further  legislation  amended  the  Hygiene  Regulations  which  now  requires  abolition  of 
the  use  of  wiping  cloths  in  the  dressing  of  carcases.  Such  cloths  may  not  be  used  after  1st  November, 
1968,  and  until  that  date  must  be  used  once  only  or  sterilized  by  boiling  after  use  on  each  carcase. 
This  will  do  much  to  obviate  surface  contamination  of  carcases  and  will  lead  to  the  more  copious  use 
of  fresh  water  in  carcase  dressing  thus  bringing  our  standards  in  line  with  other  forward  looking 
countries. 

Charges  for  meat  inspection  remain  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year  at  2/6  per  beast,  9d.  a  pig, 
and  6d.  a  sheep. 

The  department  is  indebted  to  the  Veterinary  Investigation  Centre  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  for  carrying  out  bacteriological  and  histological  examinations  of  meat  specimens 
submitted. 
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TOTALS  OF  MEAT  INSPECTED  AND  REJECTED  AS  UNFIT  IN  THE  THREE  PRIVATELY  OWNED 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER,  1966 


(The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  annual  figures  for  the  year  1965) 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

2,469 

105 

.6 

7,788 

96,514 

— . 

Number  inspected  . . 

2,251 

105 

16 

7,414 

72,185 

_ 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCU¬ 
LOSIS  AND  CYSTICERCI 

Whole  carcases  rejected  as  unfit 

_ 

1 

_ 

4 

96 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  rejected  as  unfit 

588 

39 

2 

308 

8,826 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than  tuber- 

26.0% 

38.0% 

12.5% 

4.0% 

12.0% 

culoses  and  cysticerci . 

(32.3%) 

(28.6%) 

(7.1%) 

(5.5%) 

(24.6%) 

— • 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  rejected  as  unfit 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  rejected  as  unfit 

1 

— 

— 

— 

800 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

0.04% 

— 

— 

— 

1.0% 

— 

affected  with  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

G.7%) 

— 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

7 

was  rejected  as  unfit 

01) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 

7 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

refrigeration 

GO 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  rejected  as  unfit 

— 

— 

— 

— 

NUMBER  OF  ORGANS  OR  PARTS 
REJECTED  AS  UNFIT  —  ALL 
DISEASES* 

Heads 

10 

1 

844 

Lungs 

.  84 

16 

— 

96 

4,710 

— 

Hearts 

8 

— 

— 

8 

1,827 

— 

Livers  (Whole  or  part) 

523 

21 

1 

261 

2,886 

— 

Spleens 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Diaphragms 

2 

— 

— 

— 

40 

— 

Kidneys 

2 

— 

— 

— 

179 

— 

Stomachs  . . 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Mesenteries 

7 

1 

— 

— 

1,445 

— 

Other  parts 

113  lbs. 

354  lbs. 

100  lbs. 

9  lbs. 

2,599  lbs. 

— 

*  These  figures  do  not  include  instances 

where  whol 

e  carcases  and  all  organs  were  rejected  as  unfit. 

21 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  record  the  majority  of  factories  use  mechanical  power  and  in 
these  premises  duties  under  the  Act,  for  which  the  district  Council  is  responsible,  are  those  concerned 
with  the  provision  of  proper  and  sufficient  sanitary  accommodation.  However  many  other  Acts 
and  Regulations  apply  to  factories  particularly  in  relation  to  atmospheric  pollution,  food  hygiene, 
Petroleum  storage  and  statutory  nuisances.  These  matters  are  dealt  with  elsewhere  in  the  report. 

There  has  been  a  big  increase  in  the  number  of  outworkers  on  register  and  the  total  now  numbers 
138. 

Visits  to  several  outworkers  premises  have  been  made. 


1 .  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

10 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

126 

70 

5 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  premises) 

9 

4 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

145 

80 

5 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  w,ere  found. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

No.  of  Cases  in 
which  Prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . . 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (Not 
including  offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

6 

4 

1 

— 

— 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


The  adoption  of  bye-laws  which  apply  to  the  parishes  of  Sawston,  Pampisford  and  Duxford, 
permit  of  better  control  of  this  type  of  manufactory.  Despite  this,  nuisance  has  arisen  at  one  plant 
due  to  ineffectual  means  of  controlling  effluvia  arising  from  certain  operations.  An  abatement  notice 
under  Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was  served  and  has  resulted  in  some  improvement. 
The  plant  is  at  present  being  modernised  and  on  completion  of  the  work  animal  carcases  which  hitherto 
have  been  hand  fed  into  the  cookers,  will  be  prepared  and  injected  into  the  cookers  through  an  enclosed 
pipeline.  The  resultant  vapours  are  also  being  treated  and  will  eventually  pass  through  chemical 
filters.  The  provision  of  a  public  sewer  will  also  permit  the  proper  disposal  of  waste  waters  from  these 
premises. 

There  are  no  licensed  knackers  yards  in  the  district. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1958 

There  are  19  slaughtermen  licensed  to  slaughter  specified  kinds  of  food  animals  by  captive  bolt 
pistol  and  electrolethaler.  Penalties  are  provided  under  the  Act  for  anyone  stunning  or  slaughtering 
animals  in  a  slaughterhouse  or  knackers  yard,  in  an  improper  manner. 

No  contraventions  have  been  found  during  the  year. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

This  Act  seeks  to  govern  the  methods  of  keeping  pets  for  sale,  and  conditions  attached  to  the 
licence  cover  feeding,  control  of  infectious  disease,  fire  prevention  and  basic  matters  of  environment. 
Two  licences  are  at  present  in  force. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

Under  the  Act  animal  boarding  premises  are  required  to  be  licensed  prior  to  which  the  premises 
must  attain  a  specified  standard  and  fire  precautions  must  also  be  adequate. 

A  further  licence  has  been  issued  and  the  number  now  on  register  is  8. 

Fifteen  routine  re-inspections  of  the  premises  were  made  by  the  public  health  inspectors  following 
the  initial  report  by  a  consultant  veterinary  surgeon. 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964 

The  Act  requires  that  dealers  in  scrap  metals  shall  be  registered  with  the  local  authority.  They 
shall  also  keep  receipts  and  records  of  business  transactions  should  the  police  wish  to  inspect. 
Exemptions  from  the  keeping  of  certain  records  may  be  obtained  in  special  circumstances. 
There  are  23  registered  dealers,  seven  of  whom  hold  exemption  certificates. 


PETROLEUM  ACTS  AND  REGULATIONS 

There  are  172  licensed  stores  of  petroleum  spirit.  Three  installations  have  been  expanded  during 
the  year  and  one  new  installation  provided.  These  have  been  pressure  tested  and  installed  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  model  code.  In  addition  one  new  compound  for  storage  of  petroleum  mixture  in  drums, 
was  approved. 

Five  disused  petroleum  storage  tanks  have  been  dealt  with  either  by  complete  removal  or  by 
filling  with  water  or  with  solid  inert  material. 

No  testing  of  existing  tanks  has  been  undertaken. 
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